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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . • This action is issued in response to applicant's amendment filed 1 0/2 1 /2004. 

2. Claims 1-24 were not amended. No claims were deleted. None were added. 

3. Claims 1-24 are still pending. 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.1 14. Applicant's submission filed on 7/10/07 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 
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Claims 1-24, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being unpatentable over Lee et al. 
(Lee hereinafter) US Patent No. 7,072,896 filed Feb. 14, 2001, which claim the priority of a 
provisional application filed February 16, 2000. 

Regarding Claims 1,6, 11, and 16, Lee discloses a method for managing a plurality of 
nodes in a layered hierarchically organized database stored in a server on a computer network 
comprising: 

accessing a subset of said nodes in response to a client request (CoL 24, lines 4-9, Lee); 

modifying one or more state attributes associated with said nodes to control merging and 
updating of layers to a resulting layered hierarchical database in response to said client request, 
wherein the one or more state attributes indicates a last action taken on a corresponding data 
element (Col. 24, lines 14-20, Lee); and 

managing said nodes using said state attribute, wherein each one of said state attributes 
comprises an extensible Markup Language (XML) format attribute (Col. 1 8, lines 26-42 , Lee). 

Regarding Claims 2, 7, 12, and 17, Lee discloses a method wherein said state attributes 
indicate that a corresponding data element is one of updated default, deleted, and added Col. 1 7, 
lines 59-67, Lee). 

Regarding Claims 3, 8, 13, and 18, Lee discloses a method wherein each one of said state 
attributes includes a value of one of default, replaced, modified, and deleted, indicating a last . 
action taken on a corresponding data element ((Col. 20, lines 45-55, Col. 28, lines 49-52, Lee). 
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Regarding Claims 4, 9, 14, 19, and 21-24, Lee discloses the method wherein each one of 
said nodes comprises an XML node (Col. 28, lines 38-47, Lee). 

Regarding Claims 5, 10, 15, and 20, Lee discloses a method wherein said nodes are 
organized in a Document Object Model format (Col. 28, lines 52-60, Lee). 



Response to Amendment 

Applicant's arguments filed 7/10/07have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

Applicant argues the Lee reference fails to disclose "modifying one or more state 
attribute associated with said nodes to control merging and updating of layers to a resulting 
layered hierarchical database in response to said client request, wherein the one or more state 
attribute indicates a last action taken in a corresponding data element" 

Examiner disagrees. A very brief explanation of what is the HTML, and XML. The 
HTML is a Hyper Text Mark Language files which is a tag based notation language used to 
format documents that can then be interpreted and rendered by an Internet browser, the HTML is 
an application (Standard Generalized Markup Language) that uses tags to mark elements, such as 
text and graphics, in a document. On the other hand the XML is the extensible Markup 
Language, a condensed form of Standard Generalized Markup Language, which allow the Web 
developers and designer to customize tags that offer greater flexibility in organizing and 
presenting information that is possible with the older HTML document coding system. And as 
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stated in the back ground of the appHed art the DTD is an element and attribute structure which 
is used in the XML as shown in Fig. 1 A, Col. 1, lines 38-65, and as shown in Col. 25, lines 9-28, 
the method of updating the attribute(s) and the in lining the attribute group or attribute type, 
which corresponds to the update/modifying the state attribute. And at Col. 40, Lee discloses a 
method of integrating the DTD and store the metadata table to ensure the integrity constrain 
when modifying the DTD. 

Applicant argues that the Lee reference fails to teach or suggest "layered hierarchically 
organized database includes an organizational format corresponding to an organizational layout 
of an enterprise". 

Examiner disagrees. Although the argued limitation was not supported or defined in the 
disclosure of the instant application in any specific way to distinguish the layered hierarchically 
organized database includes an organizational format corresponding to an organizational layout 
of an enterprise from Fig. 14 of Lee which disclose the layered hierarchical database include an 
organizational format corresponding to an organizational layout of an enterprise. 
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Points of Contact 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Sana Al-Hashemi whose telephone number is (571) 272-4013. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday from 8:00 AM to 4:30 PM. If attempts to 
reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Charles Rones, can 
be reached on (571) 272-4085. Any response to this office action should be mailed to: The 
Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks, Washington, D.C. 2023 1 . Or telefax at phone number 
(703) 872-9306. For formal or draft communications, please label "PROSPOSED" or "DRAFT", 
Hand-delivered response should be brought to Crystal Park II, 2121 Crystal Drive, 6*^ Floor 
Receptionist, Arlington, Virginia. 22202. 




Sana Al-Hashemi 
Primary Patent Examiner 
Technology Center 2100 
August 26, 2007 



